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National Day of Prayer, let us seek the Al-
mighty with confidence and trust, because 
our Eternal Father inclines his ear to the 
voice of his children and answers our needs 
with love. 

May God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rabbi Michael Siegel, Anshe Emet 
Synagogue, Chicago, IL; Mike Fechner, minister 
of global outreach, Prestonwood Baptist Church, 
Dallas, TX; and Bishop Neavelle A. Coles, Sr., 
Washington, District of Columbia Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction, Church of God in Christ. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting on 
Immigration Reform 

May 3, 2007 

I want to thank my fellow Americans for 
joining me today to discuss a very important 
issue, and that is immigration. 

In my discussions, I’ve talked to clergy that 
recognize that our country needs a com-
prehensive immigration reform. And part of 
that is to help people learn English. I’ve 
talked to people who’ve worked for corporate 
America—Andy works for Marriott Inter-
national, a corporation that understands that 
it’s very helpful, it’s in their interest to help 
people assimilate. 

I’ve talked to Emilio, who works for the 
Government. He’s the head of the old INS, 
U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services. He 
has the opportunity often to swear in new 
citizens, and he sees the great hope that peo-
ple have. I’ve talked to church workers who 
are reaching out in their communities to help 
people learn the benefits of the language— 
the English language. And thank you for tu-
toring and being kind. 

I’ve talked to people that are raising fami-
lies, that have come from other countries, 
that are now U.S. citizens and understand 
the benefit of what it means to have learned 
English. Francisco said, ‘‘When you learn 
English, doors open up for you.’’ And I ap-
preciate that beautiful sentiment because it’s 
true. 

I strongly support comprehensive immi-
gration reform. One aspect of comprehensive 
immigration reform is to help people assimi-
late into America. And part of that is to have 
a comprehensive strategy to help people 
learn the English language and to learn the 
history and traditions of the United States. 

Comprehensive immigration reform re-
quires us to uphold law and enforce our bor-
ders in a humane way. Comprehensive immi-
gration reform means that we need a tem-
porary-worker program for workers who will 
be coming into our country. It’s a program 
that treats people with respect, a program 
that helps meet the economic needs of our 
country. Comprehensive immigration reform 
means that employers have got to obey the 
law. Comprehensive immigration reform 
means that we’ve got to be humane about 
the nearly 11 or 12 million people who are 
already here. As I said in a speech down in 
Miami, we need to treat these people not 
with amnesty and not with animosity. So it’s 
got to be a rational way forward. 

And I’m looking forward to working with 
both Democrats and Republicans to get a 
comprehensive immigration bill done this 
year. We have a good chance to get it done. 
It’s important for our fellow citizens to un-
derstand, comprehensive immigration re-
form is in the Nation’s interest. And I’ll con-
tinue working with Members of Congress to 
encourage them to do the hard work nec-
essary to make sure a system that is not work-
ing is reformed in a way that meets our na-
tional needs and listens to our national heart. 
After all, America is a land of immigrants. 
Immigration helps renew our soul. It helps 
redefine our spirit in a positive way. 

And I’m so proud to be with you, and I 
thank you for your time. Thank you very 
much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. at the 
Asamblea de Iglesias Cristianas, Centro 
Evangelistico. In his remarks, he referred to Andy 
Chaves, youth programs director and manager of 
workforce effectiveness and diversity, Marriott 
International, Inc.; and Francisco Lara, heavy 
equipment operator, Covanta Energy. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 
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Statement on World Press Freedom 
Day 
May 3, 2007 

On this day, we commemorate World 
Press Freedom Day. The United States val-
ues freedom of the press as one of the most 
fundamental political rights and as a nec-
essary component of free societies. In un-
democratic societies where governments 
suppress, manipulate, and control access to 
information, journalists are on the frontlines 
of the people’s battle for freedom. The dan-
ger journalists face in such repressive states 
can be great—and even deadly. 

On behalf of the American people, I salute 
those in the press who courageously do their 
work at great risk. No independent media 
are allowed in countries such as Cuba and 
North Korea, and those who attempt to re-
port are often imprisoned. Repressive laws 
severely restrict journalists and freedom of 
speech in countries such as Belarus, Burma, 
Iran, Libya, Syria, Venezuela, and 
Zimbabwe. We condemn the harassment, 
physical intimidation, and persecution that 
journalists, including bloggers and Internet 
reporters, have faced in China, Egypt, Tuni-
sia, and Vietnam and the unsolved murders 
of journalists in Lebanon, Russia, and 
Belarus. 

Bringing unfiltered information, news, and 
facts to the people and accountability to their 
governments is the hallmark of the fourth es-
tate. Today we salute the free press for its 
dedication to the people’s right to know. 

Statement on the Death of 
Walter M. ‘‘Wally’’ Schirra, Jr. 
May 3, 2007 

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of Wally Schirra. Wally was a member of the 
original seven, our Nation’s first class of as-
tronauts. ‘‘Jolly Wally,’’ as he was affection-
ately known, was the fifth American to go 
into space and holds the distinction as the 
only astronaut to fly in each of NASA’s pio-
neering space flight programs: Mercury, 
Gemini, and Apollo. His ventures into space 
furthered our understanding of manned 
space flight and helped pave the way for 

mankind’s first journey to the Moon. Laura 
and I join Wally’s family and friends and the 
NASA community in mourning the loss of 
an American hero. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Singapore Treaty on the Law of 
Trademarks 

May 3, 2007 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith for the Senate’s advice 

and consent to ratification the Singapore 
Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (the ‘‘Trea-
ty’’ or ‘‘Singapore Treaty’’) adopted and 
signed by the United States at Singapore on 
March 28, 2006. I also transmit for the infor-
mation of the Senate a report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty. 

If ratified by the United States, the Treaty 
would offer significant benefits to U.S. trade-
mark owners and national trademark offices, 
including the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office. The beneficial features of 
the Trademark Law Treaty of 1994 (the 
‘‘1994 TLT’’), to which the United States is 
a party, are included in the Singapore Treaty, 
as well as the improvements to the 1994 TLT 
that the United States Government sought 
to achieve through the revision effort. Key 
improvements allow for national trademark 
offices to take advantage of electronic com-
munication systems as an efficient and cost- 
saving alternative to paper communications, 
at such time as the office is ready to embrace 
the technology. The Treaty also includes 
trademark license recordation provisions that 
reduce the formalities that trademark owners 
face when doing business in a country that 
is a Contracting Party that requires trade-
mark license recordation. The goal of these 
provisions is to reduce the damaging effects 
that can result from failure to record a license 
in those jurisdictions that require recorda-
tion. These and other improvements create 
a more attractive treaty for World Intellec-
tual Property Organization Member States. 
Consequently, once the Treaty is in force, 
it is expected to increase the efficiency of 
national trademark offices, which in turn is 
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